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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) In a computing system comprising at least one processor and a 
memory communicatively coupled to said at least one processor, a method for ass i gn i ng 
adjusting a score te-of a document of - a-p l urality-el^a^ 

»pFwe4fa€"aee«fftey-o£a^ w b o ■■ o ■■ i 1 >ajd score increases in proportion to 

a number of structurally linked documents endorsing said document , comprising: 

locating identify^ document 
said en-a-Web server defined by at least one of: (A) a server comprising a plurality of Web pages 
with the same symbolic host name, (B) a server comprising a plurality of Web pages associated 
with the same domain, and (C) a server having a plurality of Web pages associated with the same 
IP address, wherei n sa id d ocument has at least one backlink from at le a s t one o ther document o f 

calculatin g determming, on said computing syMem t said score an adjustment factor in 
inverse proportion to the-a_number of documents hosted on said Web server; and -di-stribut-ing 

adjusting said score as a function of said adjustment facto ra meng said - numb&r - of 
documents, whereby when said number of documents on said Web server increases said score 
decreases and when said number of documents on said Web server decreases said score 
increases; and 

storing the adjusted score in said memory. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further including: 
assigning the score to the document in proportion to the number of structurally linked 

documents endorsing said va-f4-ai4e-a^-ene-oth^document. 




3 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further including: 

assigning the score in proportion to at least one score assigned to at least one of said 
: en dorsing said a i"k®frH3fte - eih^-4 ocument. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further including: 
assigning the score in proportion to (A) the number of siruclunijly linked doc i i i 

endorsing said s aid"at4east-CT^-ether-- document and (B) at least one score assigned to at least one 
of said structurally linked docuncr I v_ sdic d-t--le-a^-t--eae-eth-ef--document. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, further including: 

assigning the score to the document in inverse proportion to the number of outlinks of at 
least one of said structurally linked documents endorsing said at4east -- ene - eth*?r- -document. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said assigning - adjusting 
includes adj ustlng assi gni ng the score to the document in inverse proportion to the number of 
documents located on the same domain as said document. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said adjusting a ss j ffiaag 
includes adjusting assigning the score to the document in inverse proportion to the number of 
documents having the same symbolic host name as said document. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said adjuring assigning 
includes adjusting assi - ffl - ieg- the score t e - 4fe e-- doe»B *& ftt- in inverse proportion to the number of 
documents associated with the same internet protocol (IP) address as said document. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
adjusting assign-mg-the score to4h-e--doe-ttme-R-t--based upon summing the scores of the at 

least one other document linking to said first document. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the pl-aral-ity-ef 
structurally linked documents are Web pages having hyperlinks and the document is a Web page. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further including outputting the 
adjusted score of the document to a component of a Web search service. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , further including assigning a set 
of documents scores higher than an average minimum score. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 12, wherein the set of documents 
is based on at least one of Nielsen ratings, ratings assigned by humans, Web page usage patterns 
extracted from ISP proxy logs, Web page usage patterns extracted from a search engine and 
documents specified according to a user preference. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further including altering the 
adjusted score of the document based upon an additional scoring technique to said asstgaiag 
adjusting the score. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 4-14, further including comparing 
the adjusted score against said additional scoring technique to discover anomalous results. 

1 6 . through 1 8 . (Canceled) 

19. (Previously Presented) In a computing system comprising at least one processor and a 
memory communicatively coupled to said at least one processor, a method for assigning a score 
to a document of a plurality of structurally linked documents in order to improve the accuracy of 
a ranking of said document, comprising: 

locating said document on a Web server defined by at least one of: (A) a server 
comprising a plurality of Web pages with the same symbolic host name, (B) a server comprising 
a plurality of Web pages associated with the same domain, and (C) a server having a plurality of 
Web pages associated with the same IP address, wherein said document has at least one backlink 
from at least one source document of the plurality of structurally linked documents; 

calculating the score of the document in proportion to at least one score associated with at 
least one of the at least one source document; 

calculating the score in inverse proportion to the number of said at least one source 
document located on said Web server resulting in said score being divided among said number of 
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documents, whereby when said number of documents increases said score decreases and when 
said number of documents decreases said score increases; and 
storing the score in said memory. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 19, wherein the score is calculated 
inversely proportional to the number of said at least one source document located on the same 
Web server. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20, wherein the score is calculated 
inversely proportional to the number of said at least one source document having the same 
symbolic host name. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20, wherein the score is calculated 
inversely proportional to the number of said at least one source document associated with the 
same domain. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20, wherein the score is calculated 
inversely proportional to the number of said at least one source document associated with the 
same internet protocol (IP) address. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the plurality of 
structurally linked documents are Web pages having hyperlinks and the document is a Web page. 

25. - 32. (Canceled) 

33. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions for assigning a score to a document of a plurality of structurally linked documents to 
prevent document ranking manipulation, wherein the document is located on a Web server and 
has at least one backlink from at least one other document of the plurality of structurally linked 
documents, the modules comprising: 

means for locating said document on a Web server defined by at least one of: (A) a server 
comprising a plurality of Web pages with the same symbolic host name, (B) a server comprising 



Page 5 of 8 



DOCKET NO.: MSFT-2736/305415.01 

Application No.: 10/663,933 

Office Action Dated: January 21, 2009 



PATENT 



a plurality of Web pages associated with the same domain, and (C) a server having a plurality of 
Web pages associated with the same IP address; 

means for assigning the score to the document in inverse proportion to the number of 
documents located on said Web server resulting in said score being assigned to said document by 
being distributed among said number of documents, including said document, whereby when 
said number of documents increases said score assigned to said document decreases and when 
said number of documents decreases said score assigned to said document increases; and 

means for storing the score in a memory. 

34. 

(Prev 

iously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, further including: 

means for assigning the score to the document in proportion to the number of said at least 
one other document. 

35. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, further 
including: 

means for assigning the score in proportion to at least one score assigned to at least one 
of said at least one other document. 

36. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, further 
including: 

means for assigning the score in proportion to (A) the number of said at least one other 
document and (B) at least one score assigned to at least one of said at least one other document. 

37. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 34, further 
including: 

means for assigning the score to the document in inverse proportion to the number of 
outlinks of at least one of said at least one other document. 
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38. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, wherein 
said means for assigning includes means for assigning the score to the document in inverse 
proportion to the number of documents located on a Web server with the same symbolic host 
name as said document. 

39. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, wherein 
said means for assigning includes means for assigning the score to the document in inverse 
proportion to the number of documents located on the same domain as said document. 

40. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, wherein 
said means for assigning includes means for assigning the score to the document in inverse 
proportion to the number of documents associated with the same internet protocol (IP) address as 
said document. 
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